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PRESIDENT'S MIESSAGE

Dear Readers,

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the first issue of 2026 of the Qatar Motor & Motorcycle Federation
and Lusail International Circuit Magazine. As we begin a new year of motorsport activity, we look ahead
with great optimism and ambition, building on the momentum and achievements of the past seasons.

The opening months of the year have already demonstrated the strength and diversity of Qatar’s
motorsport ecosystem. From international rally success and endurance racing participation to regional
karting competitions and local championships, Qatari drivers and teams continue to represent the nation
with determination and professionalism across multiple disciplines.

Lusail International Circuit remains at the heart of this journey. Since its establishment in 2004, the circuit
has grown into one of the world’s premier motorsport venues, hosting globally renowned championships
including Formula 1®, MotoGP™, and the FIA World Endurance Championship.In 2026, we are proud to
continue hosting these world-class championships, further strengthening Qatar’s presence on the global
motorsport stage.

Equally important is our continued investment in developing future talent. Through the Qatar Motorsports
Academy and a growing calendar of national and regional competitions, including karting and grassroots
initiatives, we remain committed to nurturing the next generation of Qatari drivers and riders.

Motorsport in Qatar continues to play an important role in supporting Qatar National Vision 2030,
contributing to tourism, economic diversification,and the development of technical expertise within the
country. Our efforts extend beyond competition, fostering innovation, safety, and sustainability while
inspiring young athletes and engaging the wider community.

| would like to extend my sincere appreciation to our partners, teams, officials,and fans whose continued
support enables us to move forward with confidence and purpose. Together, we look forward to another
exciting year of racing, progress, and achievement.

Yours in sport,

Abdulrahman bin Abdullatif Al Mannai

President of Qatar Motor & Motorcycle Federation and Lusail International Circuit
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CEO'S MESSAGE

Dear Readers,

As we begin a new season of racing action, Lusail International Circuit (LIC) continues to build on its
position as a world-class racing venue and a key platform for sporting excellence in Qatar.

Throughout 2026, our focus remains on delivering exceptional operational standards while hosting
a diverse calendar of international championships, regional competitions, and national racing series.
Alongside these events, we continue to support youth development programmes and grassroots
motorsport initiatives, ensuring the long-term sustainability and growth of the sector.

At Lusail International Circuit, we continuously strive to enhance the experience for all stakeholders —
from teams and officials to media, partners,and fans. By investing in our infrastructure, strengthening
collaboration with our partners,and maintaining the highest standards of safety and professionalism, we
aim to further elevate Lusail International Circuit’s global standing.

The circuit’s role extends beyond hosting major championships to actively serving the local community
through a range of sporting activities and initiatives, including public karting, driving experiences, and
community activities, helping to promote a culture of sport and a healthy lifestyle in Qatar.

Thank you to our partners,team members, and the wider motorsport community for your continued trust
and collaboration. \We look forward to another exciting year at Lusail International Circuit.

Abdulaziz Ali Al Mohannadi
Chief Executive Officer of Lusail International Circuit
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Lusail International Circuit (LIC) is Qatar’s premier
motorsport and entertainment destination, featuring

a world-class FIA Grade 1and FIM Grade A circuit,
bespoke hospitality lounges, and state-of-the-art facilities
designed to host international championships, regional
competitions,and community events.

Since opening in 2004, Lusail International Circuit has
served as the home of Moto-GP™ in Qatar, famously
staging the first-ever full night race in Moto-GP™ history,
and remains the only circuit on the championship calendar
to host the event entirely under floodlights.

In 2021, the venue welcomed Formula 1® with the
inaugural Qatar Grand Prix, later securing a ten-year
agreement to host the race through 2032.The 2026
edition will mark the fifth Formula 1® race hosted at
Lusail International Circuit, further strengthening Qatar’s
presence on the global motorsport calendar.

Following an extensive redevelopment completed in
2023, the circuit now features the Guinness World
Record for the longest motorsport pit lane building (4021
metres). The facility includes 50 pit boxes — the highest
number at any Formula 1® circuit — alongside expanded
grandstands, premium hospitality spaces,and new
spectator vantage points such as Lusail Hill at Turn 1.

Demonstrating its commitment to environmental
responsibility, Lusail International Circuit has been
awarded the FIA Three-Star Environmental Accreditation,
the highest level of recognition for sustainable motorsport
operations. Lusail International Circuit remains the only
venue in the world to hold this distinction while hosting

all three of motorsport’s pinnacle championships:

Formula 1®, MotoGP™ and the FIA World Endurance
Championship.

In 2024, the circuit further expanded its global motorsport
portfolio by hosting the opening round of the FIA World
Endurance Championship (WEC) with the “Qatar 1812
KM, a race named in honour of Qatar National Day. Under
its current agreement, Qatar will remain on the WEC
calendar until at least 2029, reinforcing Lusail International
Circuit’s position as one of the few circuits worldwide to
host all three premier motorsport championships.

Beyond global motorsport, Lusail International Circuit is
deeply committed to the local community. Through its
public karting facilities, enthusiasts and aspiring racers
can experience the thrill of motorsport in an accessible
environment. In addition, Lusail International Circuit
regularly opens the circuit for public track days, while
cycling and running training sessions promote fitness
and wellbeing, positioning the venue as a hub for sport,
recreation,and healthy lifestyles in Qatar.

Operating under the Qatar Motor & Motorcycle
Federation (QMMF), Lusail International Circuit continues
to embody Qatar’s passion for motorsport,innovation,
and hospitality, delivering world-class racing events and
unforgettable experiences for competitors and fans from
around the world.
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IAME Series

= (2-4 January) | Round 6 & 7 | United Arab Emirates

Qatari driver Saif Al Obaidli opened his 2026 competitive season by competing in Rounds 6 and 7 of the IAME
Series (Junior category) in Abu Dhabi, one of the region’s leading karting championships and an important platform for
developing young racing talent.

Held at Abu Dhabi Karting Circuit, the event featured a layout combining fast technical sections with medium-speed
corners that demand precision in racing lines and effective tyre management. Competing in a highly competitive grid,
Al Obaidli concluded Round 6 in P29 before showing clear improvement in Round 7 with a finish in P20.

The progression between the two rounds reflected growing race awareness and a strong ability to adapt to technical
feedback, highlighting the importance of continued exposure to high-level karting competition within the Qatar Motor
& Motorcycle Federation’s driver development pathway.




Dakar Rally

(3-17 January) | Saudi Arabia

Nasser Al-Attiyah further cemented

his legacy in international rallying by
securing his sixth Dakar Rally title, the
most prestigious and demanding event in
cross-country rally competition.

The rally unfolded across diverse terrain,
combining vast sand dunes, high-speed
rocky sections, and navigation-intensive
stages that require flawless coordination
between driver and co-driver. Across two
physically and mentally demanding weeks,
Al-Attiyah maintained a consistent pace |
while executing a disciplined race strategy,
carefully managing time gaps while
minimizing risk.

His sixth Dakar triumph represents

more than a statistical milestone — it
further solidifies his status among the
greatest competitors in the history of the
event and reinforces Qatar’s continued
presence at the pinnacle of global rally
competition.

Michelin 6H Abu Dhabi 2026

: (7-10 January) | United Arab Emirates

07

Yas Marina Circuit welcomed Team QMMF
as they competed in the GT 992 category
during the 6H Abu Dhabi, a pivotal round of
the 24H Series Middle East Trophy. Known
for demanding consistency, strategic
precision,and sustained performance, the
championship places greater emphasis on
race management and reliability than on
outright speed alone.

Despite marking the team’s first official
appearance in this category, Team QMMF
demonstrated strong technical preparation
and tactical composure, maintaining a
competitive position throughout the race.

The event concluded with a class victory,
highlighting the maturity of the programme
and reinforcing the team’s ambition to
establish a strong presence in international
GT endurance racing.




IAME Middile East Cup 2026

B (9-11January) | United Arab Emirates

Saif Al Obaidli returned to action
in the IAME Middle East Cup
2026 at Sharjah Kart Track,
building on the experience gained
in Abu Dhabi to deliver a steadily
improving weekend. He finished
Race 1in P22 before progressing
to P20 in Race 2,demonstrating
clear development across the
event.

The steady upward trend
reflected growing confidence
and improved race management,
while back-to-back participation
in the championship accelerated
his technical development and
strengthened his competitive
foundation.

UAE Formula 4 Championship

B (16-18 January) | Round 1| United Arab Emirates

The 2026 UAE Formula 4
Championship opened at Yas

Marina Circuit, bringing together a
highly competitive grid of drivers
aiming to establish themselves

in single-seater racing. The circuit
configuration, blending tight technical
corners with long acceleration zones,
required careful rhythm control and
aerodynamic balance.

Bader Al Sulaiti delivered a
progressive weekend, finishing Race 1
in P20, Race 2 in P23, before securing
P8 in Race 3,earning the team’s first
championship points of the season.

Nasser Al Thani concluded the round
in P31,P31,and P33 respectively,
gaining valuable experience in highly
competitive race conditions.

This round provided a solid foundation
for the season while reinforcing the
structured development approach
within Qatar’s single-seater
programme.
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Shell Eco-marathonatar 2026

(21-25 January) | Lusail International Circuit

Lusail International Circuit hosted the second edition of Shell Eco-marathon Qatar, bringing together more than
70 student teams and nearly 1,000 participants from 15 countries across Asia-Pacific and the Middle East. The
competition challenged students to design and build ultra-energy-efficient vehicles across Prototype and Urban
Concept categories using battery-electric, hydrogen fuel cell,and internal combustion technologies.

Universities from Indonesia delivered particularly strong performances, securing top positions across several
categories. In the Prototype category, Semeru Team Kumbolo from Universitas Negeri Malang claimed victory
in the Internal Combustion Engine class, while Universitas Indonesia secured first place in the Hydrogen Fuel
Cell class. Universitas Gadjah Mada’s Semar Team achieved P1in the Urban Hydrogen category and P3in the
Electric Prototype category, following nearly a year of preparation for the competition.

A key highlight of the event was the announcement that four teams will advance to the 2027 Shell Eco-
marathon Global Championship, which will be hosted in Qatar and, for the first time, bring together the top
student teams from Europe, the Americas, and Asia-Pacific in a single global competition.
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“Shell Eco-marathon continues to
demonstrate the power of youth,
innovation, and collaboration in
shaping the future of sustainable
mobility. Hosting this program at Lusail
International Circuit allows young
engineers to test their ideas in a world-
class motorsport environment while
inspiring the next generation to think
boldly about energy efficiency and
innovation.”

- Abdulaziz Ali Al Mohannadi,
Chief Executive Officer of Lusail
International Circuit
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Dubai O Plate

B (23-25 January) | Dubai - United Arab Emirates

The Dubai O Plate is one of the region’s premier karting events — a standalone race weekend held under IAME
X30 regulations and closely linked to the IAME UAE championship. While not a points-scoring round, it offers
qualification to the IAME International Final and attracts strong regional and international competition.

Against this competitive backdrop, Saif Al Obaidli competed in the Junior Max category at Dubai Kartdrome,
facing a diverse and experienced grid of drivers. He concluded the Grand Final in P23, gaining valuable
experience under intensified race conditions.

Participation in such a high-calibre event provided important exposure to international-level competition,
supporting his continued progression within the junior driver development pathway.

Oman Rally — Middle East Rally
Championship B

E (22-24 January) | Sultanate of Oman

The Oman Rally marked the opening round of the 2026
Middle East Rally Championship, featuring a mix of high-
speed gravel stages and technical sections demanding
precise navigation and vehicle control.

Carrying strong momentum from Dakar, Nasser Al-Attiyah

asserted his pace from the opening stages, managing time
gaps strategically while minimizing exposure to risk across
rough terrain.

Victory in the season opener delivered a clear statement
of intent and reinforced his position as a leading contender
for the regional championship title, while further extending
Qatar’s success within Middle Eastern rally competition.
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UAE Formula 4 Championship

: (22-25 January) | Round 2 | United Arab Emirates
(29 January - 1 February) | Round 3 | United Arab Emirates

Round 2 produced a milestone moment

for Bader Al Sulaiti, who secured his first

victory in the championship by winning Race
2.Demonstrating strong composure under
pressure, Al Sulaiti controlled the race from start
to finish while maintaining a consistent pace
against close competition. He later finished Race
3inP31.

Nasser Al Thani completed the round in
P30, P26,and P32, gaining further technical
understanding in tyre management and race
adaptation.

The victory confirmed the competitive potential
of Qatari drivers within the regional Formula 4
landscape.

The championship moved to
Dubai Autodrome for Round 3,
a circuit known for its technical
variation and emphasis on
aerodynamic efficiency and tyre
preservation.

Bader Al Sulaiti finished Race

1in P30 before improving to

P19 in Race 2,demonstrating
effective use of data analysis and
setup refinement. He concluded
Race 3 in P31 following a tightly
contested race.

Round 3 continued the long-
term process of competitive
development within single-seater
racing.
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Hail Baja Rally 2026

(28-31 January) | Saudi Arabia

January concluded with Rally Baja Hail, one of the flagship rounds of both the
Middle East Baja Championship and the FIA Baja World Cup.

Characterized by high-speed desert terrain, demanding navigation,and
mechanical endurance, the rally tested both consistency and resilience.

Nasser Al-Attiyah secured overall victory,completing an exceptional sequence of
three consecutive wins within three weeks following triumphs at Dakar and the
Oman Rally.

Team QMMF also delivered strong results across multiple categories, with
Mohammed Al Marri securing first place in the SSV category of the Middle East
Baja Championship, Abdulaziz Al Kuwari finishing second in the T3 category of
the Baja World Cup, and Nawaf Al Suwaidi claiming third place in the T3 category
of the Middle East Baja Championship.

The event highlighted the depth of Qatar’s off-road rally programme and
reinforced its competitive presence across regional and international Baja
competition.
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Asian Le Mans Series

mmm (29 January - 1 February) | United Arab Emirates

Dubai Autodrome hosted one of the key rounds of the Asian Le Mans
Series, a premier endurance championship that serves as a pathway
toward the 24 Hours of Le Mans. Team QMMF, represented by Abdulla
Al Khelaifi and Ghanim Al Maadheed, competed in a highly competitive
GT field.

The circuit’s combination of slow technical corners and long straights

required precise braking points and controlled throttle application to
preserve tyre performance during extended stints.

In Race 1,the team delivered a disciplined performance to finish P4
after sustained battles against experienced endurance competitors.
Race 2 ended prematurely following an on-track incident; however, the
team’s overall pace confirmed its capability to challenge front-running
teams.

Participation in the championship reflects a strategic effort to expand
Qatar’s presence in continental endurance racing.
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2025 Qatar Superstock
600 & Qatar Touring Car
Championship

ANATIG,
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% (29-31 January) | Round 4 | Lusail International Circuit

Qara®

Lusail International Circuit hosted Round 4 of the 2025 Qatar Superstock 600 and Qatar Touring Car
Championship, delivering an action-packed weekend of domestic competition.

Qatar Supersport 300 (QSSP 300) category - a development class for young academy riders gaining
experience in competitive motorcycle racing - Nolann Macary secured victory in both races. Mohammed Al
Mutawa and Andrea Giacchero finished second and third in Race 1, while Zaidatul Zairin and Kamal Navas
completed the podium in Race 2.

In QSTK 600, Mashaal Al Naami won Race 1ahead of Abdullah Al Qubaisi and Issa Al Mutawa. Race 2 saw
Abdullah Al Qubaisi take victory, followed by Al Naami and Al Mutawa.

In the Trophy category, Dmitry Sedin won Race 1, with Johann Emmanuel and Marton Belleli completing the
podium. Race 2 was won by Johann Emmanuel, followed by Belleli and Yuri Nekrasov.

In QTCC, Mansour Al Hajri dominated both races, finishing ahead of Ahmed Al Emadi and Ibrahim Al Abdulghani
on each occasion.

Round 4 reaffirmed the strength of Qatar’s domestic championships and their critical role in developing
competitive national motorsport talent.

15 LSBIL  qmw




Lusail Interna

Beyond hosting international motorsport championships, Lusail International Circuit (LIC) continues to
strengthen its role as a year-round community destination by opening its 5.38-kilometre Grand Prix circuit to

the public through a variety of sporting am?ctivities. From karting and fitness sessions to supervised
track days, these initiatives allow families, and sport enthusiasts to experience the venue outside of race

weekends




JANUARY

Mixed Training
Days

Mixed Training Days at Lusail International Circuit
bring the community together by opening the circuit
to runners, cyclists,and walkers every week on
selected days, making it a key initiative in promoting
active and healthy lifestyles throughout the year.
Participants of all fitness levels can enjoy a unique
training experience on a world-class motorsport
circuit, guided by clear safety protocols and
organized in a friendly, inclusive environment.

These sessions offer more than just exercise, they
provide a chance for the community to connect, share
in a collective sense of motivation,and experience

one of Qatar’s most iconic sporting venues in a way
that is usually reserved for professional competitors.
Whether running, cycling, or walking, attendees benefit
from the scenic layout,smooth surfaces,and the
distinctive atmosphere of thelLusail International
Circuit circuit under the lights.

Cars and Motorbikes Track Days

Lusail International Circuit’s Cars and Motorbikes Track Days give driving and riding enthusiasts the opportunity
to experience the circuit in their own vehicles under professional supervision and strict safety standards.
Participants take on the circuit’s 16-corner layout, exploring its flowing sections and technical turns in a
controlled yet high-performance environment.

Designed to accommodate both experienced drivers and newcomers, these sessions combine the excitement
of track driving with valuable insight into racing techniques, including braking points, racing lines, and vehicle
control. Through these activities, Lusail International Circuit continues to provide motorsport fans with direct
access to one of Qatar’s most iconic sporting venues.
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Asian Le Mans Series

B (5-8 February) | Abu Dhabi

The Asian Le Mans Series continued at Yas Marina Circuit, one of the Gulf region’s most technically diverse
venues. The circuit combines long straights, heavy braking zones, and flowing medium-speed corners that
require precise aerodynamic balance and disciplined tyre management.

Team QMMF competed in the GT category with Abdulla Al Khelaifi, Ghanim Al Maadheed, and Lucas Auer
representing Qatar in a highly competitive field featuring experienced endurance teams. During qualifying,
the team demonstrated strong pace and cohesion, securing a front-row start in P2. The result reflected solid
technical preparation and an effective race strategy heading into the weekend.

In Race 1, the trio remained engaged in an intense battle within the leading group, ultimately finishing P5 after
maintaining consistent pace and controlled stint management throughout the race.

The Abu Dhabi round further reinforced the steady progression of Qatar’s endurance racing programme,
consolidating Team QMMF's presence among the competitive front runners in the GT category.
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Formula Middle East 2026
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s (10-13 February) | Lusail International Circuit

Lusail International Circuit hosted the final round of the 2026 Formula Middle East season, delivering a thrilling
conclusion on its 5.38-kilometre circuit. The double-header finale—featuring the Formula Regional Middle East
Championship and the UAE4 Series—brought together leading regional and international junior single-seater talent.
The event further reinforced the circuit’s growing reputation as a premier destination for developing drivers across
the Middle East.

The Formula Regional Middle East Championship (FRME) delivered a thrilling final-round showdown. Kean
Nakamura-Berta (Mumbai Falcons Racing) overcame a 24-point deficit to claim the championship, taking two pole
positions and two race victories. Rashid Al Dhaheri (Mercedes F1Junior Programme) finished P6 and P7 in the
decisive races, ending the season 12 points behind. Alexander Abkhazava completed the podium. Nakamura-Berta
also secured the Rookie title and helped Mumbai Falcons Racing win the Teams’ Championship.

In the UAE4 Series, Oleksandr Bondarev (Mumbai Falcons Racing) emerged as champion after a close battle with
Andy Consani (R-ace GP). A fifth-place finish in the final race confirmed Bondarev as title winner by eight points.
Kenzo Craigie finished third overall and claimed the Rookie title. Bondarev, who recorded four race wins across Yas
Marina, Dubai Autodrome, and Lusail, became the first Ukrainian driver to win a Formula 4 championship.

Qatari drivers Bader Al Sulaiti and Nasser Al Thani competed in the UAE4 Series, representing the host nation
and gaining valuable experience against a highly competitive field. Al Sulaiti delivered consistent performances,
finishing Race 1in P17,Race 2 (DNF),and Race 3 in P18, while Al Thani concluded the races in P31,P34,and
P30.Competing at home provided both drivers with important exposure to high-pressure single-seater racing,
contributing to their ongoing development within Qatar’s formula racing programme.

The Lusail International Circuit finale highlighted the circuit’s continued growth as a global motorsport venue,
capable of hosting high-level international and regional single-seater championships. The event also reinforced the
Middle East winter series as a key development pathway from karting to Formula






Jordan Baja

= (11-14 February) | Jordan

Team Qatar headed to Jordan for the Jordan Baja, one of the flagship rounds of both the Middle East Baja
Championship and the FIA World Baja Cup. The event is known for its long desert stages, combining high-speed
open sections with rocky terrain that tests mechanical durability and navigational precision.

Nasser Al-Attiyah continued his strong seasonal form by securing overall victory in the Middle East Baja Cup
classification, further extending his successful run in early 2026.

Mohammed Al Marri delivered an impressive performance to win the SSV category in the Middle East
Championship, while Abdulaziz Al Kuwari finished second in the SSV class within the World Baja Cup
classification.

The rally also featured strong participation from Qatari drivers across multiple categories, reflecting the depth of
national representation and reinforcing Qatar’s consistent competitiveness in international Baja events.




_MARCH
Michelin 12H Mugelio

B B (09-22 March) | Italy

On the endurance racing front,
Team Qatar delivered a standout
performance at the Michelin 12H
Mugello, the opening round of the
24H European Series. Competing in
a highly challenging race, Abdulla Al
Khelaifi, Ahmad Al Emadi,and Faesal
Al Yafei delivered a composed and
competitive performance across 12
hours of racing.

The team secured P1in the 992-
AM class, while also achieving
an impressive P3 overall in

the 992 category, underlining
their competitiveness against
experienced international entries.
The result marks a significant
milestone for Qatari motorsport,
reflecting the continued
development of the country’s
endurance racing programme
and its growing presence on the
international stage.
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